NMR imaging in the evaluation of orbital tumors.
The application of nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) imaging to the diagnosis of orbital space-occupying lesions was studied in group of 28 patients with a wide range of pathology. The NMR findings in six patients are illustrated. The results of the NMR scans are compared with the information that can be derived from conventional neuroradiologic procedures, including computed tomography. The value of the multiplanar facility of NMR is emphasized. It provides accurate volumetric information and establishes the precise topographical relationships of tumors to normal structures. The muscle cone and the optic nerve can be identified in the axial, coronal, and sagittal planes. Current limitations of the method and possible future developments to improve diagnostic precision are discussed.